
PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF PE1627  
QUESTIONS/ISSUES ARISING FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

 
THURSDAY 29 MARCH 2018 

 
Minister for Mental Health 

 The Committee notes a suggestion made by the petitioner to introduce the 
use of written consent forms for young people who have been prescribed 

antidepressants. Further information about how this could work in practice is 
outlined in the petitioner’s written submission of 19 February 2018. The 
Committee therefore agreed to seek the Scottish Governments view on this 
suggestion.    

 The Committee also discussed the Scottish Association for Mental Health 
survey, published in March 2014, which found that almost three quarters of 
GP’s would like more information about non-pharmaceutical treatment options 
for common mental health problems and almost half of GPs are not aware of, 

or not sure if they are aware of, the Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines 
Network (SIGN) guideline on non-pharmaceutical treatments for depression.   

 The Committee therefore agreed to ask the Scottish Government to reflect on 

these findings and how it intends to promote the SIGN guideline to all GP 
practices in Scotland.  

Young Scot 
 

 The Committee notes work currently underway by the youth commission, led 
by Young Scot, to explore the potential for people aged 18 to 25 to continue 

their care within Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services. The 
Committee therefore agreed to ask Young Scot for an update on how this 
work is progressing. 

 
Healthcare Improvement Scotland 

 

 The Committee therefore agreed to ask Healthcare improvement Scotland for 
further information about its work with health boards to improve CAMHS 

services in Scotland. 
 
 
THURSDAY 7 DECEMBER 2017 

General Medical Council and Royal College of General Practitioners-  

 What mandatory training exists for general practitioners in relation to 
safeguarding children and young people?  

 What percentage of general practitioners in Scotland have undertaken this 

training?  

 Whether general practitioners have sufficient capacity to undertake 
continuous professional development activities such as training to safeguard 
children and young people, alongside their day to day role?   



THURSDAY 20 APRIL 2017 
 

Scottish Government–  
 

 How can the petitioner contribute to the Chief Medical Officer’s review of the 
consent process for people who receive care and support in Scotland? 

 

 What funding is in place for the Links Worker Programme in Scotland and 
what is the number and location of general practices participating in the 
programme? 

Royal College of Psychiatrists’ Faculty of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry –  
 

 What is your view on the clinical guidelines for mental health conditions in 
children and adolescents in the context of this petition? 

 
THURSDAY 19 JANUARY 2017 

 
Scottish Government, Scottish Association for Mental Health, Scottish Youth 

Parliament, Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, and Mental 
Health Foundation–  
 

 What is your organisation’s view on the petition? 

 
General Medical Council, Medicines and Healthcare Regulatory Agency, Royal 
College of General Practitioner –  

 What is your organisation’s view on the petition?  

 What practical and clinical guidance is given to medical professionals as to 
the prescription of medication to patients under eighteen years of age, 

particularly those patients who present with issues relating to their mental 
health?  

 Is this guidance is mandatory and what is your organisation’s view on what 
steps might be taken to militate against a young person using prescription 

medication to overdose or complete suicide? 
 
THURSDAY 26 OCTOBER 2017 

 

 


